
Geography

Curriculum Intent and LTP



Intent:
It is our intention when teaching the geography curriculum, that all pupils gain the knowledge and skills needed to continue their
learning journey through the key stages. We strive to ensure that all our pupils receive a well-rounded learning experience linking
our geography topics to many different areas of the curriculum and gain a full understanding of the world around them. It is our
intention to immerse pupils in the cultures, landscapes and diverse nature of our home planet while developing a passion for
discovery and the confidence to ask and explore their own questions using a variety of sources and resources.

‘A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that
will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people,
resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human
processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding
of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.’

National Curriculum, 2014
Legal Requirements

Geography is a compulsory foundation subject in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. All maintained primary schools are required to
follow the programmes of study set out by the National Curriculum. As an academy, we have chosen to follow the National
Curriculum to ensure a broad and comprehensive coverage of knowledge and skills that will lay a strong foundation for learning at
Key Stage 3.

Geography is taught for 1 hour every week, every alternate half term. Cross curricular links are used across most subjects where
possible, while still maintaining clear learning intentions and understanding of individual subjects.



Aims of the School Curriculum
Our aim is to develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places including their defining physical and
human characteristics in comparison to other locations around the world. Within our long term planning, our key pillars across all
year groups are:

● Community, aspiration, who am I?
● Compare and contrast.
● Scale of our planet (zoom lens).

Within these pillars and woven into the medium and short term planning are our school’s key themes:

● Coastal.
● Sustainability and future.
● Human influence and community.

We aim to give children the learning needed to become competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and
communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork and a variety of different sources that deepen their
understanding of geographical processes.

Children will be able to interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and communicate geographical information in a variety of ways,
including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Planning and Implementation
Across all year groups, the school’s planning is based around the National Curriculum’s 4 key areas.

● Locational Knowledge.
● Place knowledge.



● Human and Physical geography.
● Geographical skills and fieldwork.

Within each of these key areas, there are further skills which are built into the school’s long term planning format which focuses on
a single key question per topic to explore, research and understand using a variety of different sources.

KS1 Programme of Study
Key stage 1 Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand
basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including
first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

Locational knowledge

● Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
● Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding

seas

Place knowledge

● Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area
of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography

● identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles

● use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation,
season and weather

key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port,



harbour and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

● use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents
and oceans studied at this key stage

● use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near
and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

● use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

● use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human
and physical features of its surrounding environment.

KS2 Programme of Study

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include

the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location

and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features.

They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to

enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Locational knowledge

● Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities



● Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

● Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day
and night)

Place knowledge

● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.

Human and physical geography

● describe and understand key aspects of:

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers,   mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water.

Geographical skills and fieldwork

● Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
● Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world Geography
● Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of

methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.



EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Autumn 2

Gingerbread
Man/ Old
McDonald

Is coastal and
inland weather
different?
(seasons and
weather)

What makes
Britain great?

How does
plastic travel

across oceans?
Journey of a
plastic bottle

Why does the
UK not have

active
volcanoes?

How have trade
links between
China and UK

changed
(Liverpool)

historical trade

What if there
were no

rainforests?

Spring 2 Dinosaurs/
Under the Sea

Where does the
coast start and
end? (coasts
and beaches)

What if
Meerkats
wanted to live
in the Arctic?

Physical
Geography

Are people in
the southern
hemisphere
upside down?

Place
knowledge

Why does
Australia

celebrate New
Year early?

(Comparison
between UK

and Australia -
time zones)

Which will melt
first, the Arctic
or Antarctic?

Physical
Geography

How deep is
the ocean?

Summer 2 Night and Day

Can we predict
the weather?
(seasons and
weather)

What would life
be like if we
woke up in

Chembakolli?

What would
you need to
survive on a

Why is the River
Mersey so
important to
Liverpool?

One planet,
one human race
but are we all
the same?

What impact
have humans
had on the

planet?



Key physical
features:

weather and
seasons

(India) Welsh
mountain?

Human and
Physical

Geography

Tribes



Geography National Curriculum Coverage

KS1 objectives Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Locational knowledge

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans ✔

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas ✔

Human and physical geography

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom
and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the
Equator and the North and South Poles

✔

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features,
including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river,
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather

key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm,
house, office, port,

✔

Geographical skills and fieldwork



Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom
and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans
studied at this key stage

✔

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left
and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

✔

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple
map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

✔

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography
of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical
features of its surrounding environment.

✔

KS2 objectives

Locational knowledge

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America,
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and
human characteristics, countries, and major cities

✔ ✔

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom,
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains,
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some
of these aspects have changed over time

✔

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, ✔ ✔



Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich
Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North
or South America.

✔ ✔ ✔

Human and physical geography

Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and
vegetation belts, rivers,   mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes,
and the water cycle

✔

Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use,
economic activity  including trade links, and the distribution of
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

✔

● Community, aspiration, who am I?
● Compare and contrast.
● Scale of our planet (zoom lens).

● Coastal.
● Sustainability and future.
● Human influence and community.


