WOODSLEE WORD
Summer Term 1 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a very busy half term and
our Woodslee Word reflects lots of
learning, fun and socialising for our
children. We are very far removed
from where we were this time last year
as we have all of our children on site
and accessing their learning in person
with their friends and peer groups. It is wonderful and long
may it continue! The Delta variant is 40% more
transmissible. Please follow the advice below, so please
remember – hands, face, space – and fresh air!
I thank you once again for your continued support of our
children, staff and other families in our learning community.
Thank you for your support during Mental Health Awareness
Week. Mental Health Awareness is key for all in our
community and as our children are the next generation, this
learning couldn't be more vital.
The next half term is so exciting as our children begin their
preparations for the next academic year. Your child will meet
their new class teacher on Wednesday 30th June and will visit
their new teacher and class on 1st and 2nd of July also as part
of our Transition week. Year 6 pupils will be visiting their Y7
classes on Friday 2nd June.
Families will also receive their child's end of year report
during the week beginning 5th July 2021. Please do write
comments on this report to share your feedback, it is really
important so we can have parents' input.
On 22nd June, we have an event planned in honour of
Matthew
Hyland, a past pupil of ours who would have
left Year 6 with his classmates this year. Matthew was an incredibly brave and inspiring human who pupils, staff and
families at Co op Academy Woodslee were honoured to
know. We are naming a part of our
recently renovated
school building after him and his family, who
despite
really difficult circumstances showed unbelievable strength.
Matthew will always be a part of Woodslee and his Year 6
friends will have fond memories of him that will live on
despite their moving on to Year 7.

Laverty and then Miss Bennett, Miss Neil's replacement, will
join Year 5 for the final few weeks of this half term and will
teach alongside Miss Laverty.
Mr Stenhouse, our Business Manager, is moving further
afield, not too much further but to Heygarth Primary where
he will embrace the role of Business Manager. He will stay
with Woodslee until the end of the academic year. I'm sure
you will all join me in thanking him properly, hopefully in
person, he has really supported Woodslee in improving our
systems and helping us to remain sustainable during a really
tricky time.
Well done Team Woodslee, it's been a busy half term and we
look forward to the final half term which will include
residential trips, a prom, a graduation, stay and plays for new
families and the relaunch of our Little Acorns baby group and
the launch of the Silver Birch Cafe. Fliers for these events are
available in our school office.
Look after yourselves, look after each other.
Ms McShane
REMINDERS FOR PARENTS/CARERS:
If a parent or carer is experiencing one of the 3 main COVID
symptoms and is waiting for the results of a PCR test, they
should NOT send their children into schools while they are
awaiting the results. If a parent/carer is waiting for a PCR
result, both they and their children could potentially be
infectious and therefore the children should not be attending
school while the parent is waiting for their test result. If the
parent receives a negative PCR result, their children can
return to school. If the parent/carer receives a positive result,
they and their family members have to self-isolate for the full
10 days.

Parents/carers should be reminded NOT to use home LFDs to
test whether symptomatic primary-age children have COVID
or not. While convenient to use these at home, the difficulty in
carrying out a nasal and throat swab with a young child
means that the test results are often not valid. Also, everyone
who has at least one of the 3 main COVID symptoms (high
temperature, new continuous cough, loss of taste/and/or
smell) should have a PCR test. If parents have a symptomatic
Miss Neil (Y5) will commence her Maternity leave on Friday
child, they need to book a supervised PCR test (see
18 June and we look forward to hearing news about the latest
www.wirral.gov.uk for local details)
acorn to join our tribe! All of Year 5 will be together with Miss

EYFS
In foundation stage the half term started with a We enjoyed pyjamarama day, sharing stories
video message about an animal going through with our friends and reading in lots of different
our school bins! It turned out it was a
bear! We were left a surprise of a book called
“Silly Doggy” by Adam Stower. It was about a
bear that escaped from the safari park and
makes friends with a girl. We have made
posters to help find the bears home, wrote
letters to his mum and retold the story. We
created our own enclosures for the animals at
the safari park to stop any more from escaping
and created our own safari park with masks.

Following on from learning about animals we
had an exciting delivery from the safari
ranger. It was a box full of chickens.

places in the classroom.

Even with the terrible weather this May we were lucky to get to complete our sports day. The
children enjoyed showing sportsmanship by cheering each other on and celebrating together.

During our topic about pirates and princesses we created treasure maps and were left some of
our own to follow. The pirates asked us first to make his a new pirate ship on the X and then he
left us golden coins in different places. We have thoroughly enjoyed making our own
playdough, measuring out the ingredients and choosing the colours.

Willow – Year 1
What another busy half term we have had in

When the weather is good we have loved

Willow class!

being outside. We love to play together on the

In English we have been

field making dens and playing with our mud
kitchen.

reading the book 'Toys in
Space' by Mini Gray. It is all
about some toys who had
been left outside at night
for the very first time and the adventure they
went on. We had some super role play
re-enactments and even wrote our own
incredible stories!

We also had a special coaching session from a
tennis coach and had our sports day. We took
part in 6 different activities which were lots of
fun!

In Maths we have started to learn about
multiplication and division. We completed lots
of practical activities to help us with grouping
and repeated addition. Have a look at our
working out, we loved writing on the tables!
In science we have
been learning all

about different

Willow class are superstars who have all

animals and even

worked hard this half term. We love

had a special visit

celebrating each others achievements and

from the year 6

hearing about their interests such as horse

hamster - thank you for letting us look after

riding, swimming and Taekwondo. Our reading

him for the afternoon! We loved

celebration awards each week are also a

discussing what type of animal he

highlight with children cheering each other on

was and looking at the features

for their fantastic dedication to reading each

that made him special.

night. Well done Willow class!

Ash - Year 2
It really feels like this term has zoomed by!
Ash and Cherry class pupils have been
flourishing inside and outside of the classroom
as they engaged in new learning and enjoyed
being together once again.

As part of our geography topic, we went for a
fabulous walk around our local area and I think
all of us noticed something that we had never
seen before. Who knew that some of the local
houses have swimming pools in their back
gardens! We were astonished to find out how
old some of the beautiful cottages in
Bromborough village were! In another lesson,
we channelled our inner Blue Peter style
‘here’s one I made earlier’ and children
embedded their knowledge of the continents
using balloons,
wool and stick
back plastic.

This term, we have been focusing on habitats
for the biology section of our science lessons.
Finding a gap in the unpredictable weather,
our intrepid explorers went off in search of
microhabitats to meet the local residents in our
outdoor classroom. Lifting tree stumps and
seeing slimy slugs and wriggling worms filled
our budding scientists with awe and wonder.
Fairly intense debates ensued
as our children sorted the
things they found into groups
of living, nonliving and never
lived. Where would you put a
spider’s web, on a wooden
fence?

On pyjamara day, we felt more cosy and
relaxed than normal as we celebrated our love
of bedtime stories. What’s your all time
favourite story?
Our children clearly demonstrated their love of
reading as they shared their favourite books
and explained to their friends why they like
them. Their eclectic taste ranges from
information books about spiders to
fantasy stories about princesses and dragons
to Beano annuals and poetry collections. For
PE, we have benefitted from specialist
coaches to share their expertise and love of
sport.

Rowan – Year 3
Year 3 have had fun this term, learning about
plants in our science topic. We have been out
and about in the school grounds digging up
taproots, growing cress, exploring different
leaves and even making paint out of leaves,
flowers and spices in our art lesson.

Our chili plants and tomato plants are enjoying
growing on our window sill and we will be
planting them out before we break up for half
term.

We have learned which
spices make a bold, bright colour, like turmeric
and spirulina and that dandelions have taproots, which makes them harder to dig up and
to get rid of from your garden.

Year 3 has also been looking at a
book, but a book with a difference, it has no words!
We wrote to the author to ask
him some questions about his
books with no words and he
replied to Miss Tappin on social
media. We were all very excited
that he had read our letters and replied all the
way from Canada!

Hazel– Year 4
What a half term Hazel have had!
We have been working hard
to use our new class books
on rainforests to expand our
vocabulary and complete
writing using non fiction
features.

We have been taken on a journey around the
work in our class reading book 'The boy who
biked the World' and using his journal entries

have developed our own knowledge of the
diverse planet we live on.

Hazel class have joined in with great
enthusiasm with the activities during mental
health week which were designed to help us
find ways to improve our wellbeing and use of
the outdoors.

Our topic lessons

In science, we have been

have taken us on a

exploring how sound

journey to the

travels using a variety of

Shang Dynasty and

interesting experiments.

we have developed Using a string telephone, we experimented
our understanding and came up with scientific questions we could
of the importance
artefacts have in
building a picture of the past.

To help us remember the different aspects of

explore such as:


does the length of string effect the pitch?



does there have to be a cup at the end?



what if we attached 4 cups in a web?

every day life during the Shang Dynasty, we
planned some very informative presentations
to the class in a variety of different ways
including role play, talks, drawings and fact
sheets.

We have also explored materials that either
conduct or insulate sound by building sound
proof boxes and measuring the decibel level
produced by a speaker inside.

Holly - Year 5
What an eventful half-term we have had in year make their homes sustainable, eco friendly and
5. In science, we have been learning all about

kinder to the environment.

Earth and Space. We have enjoyed researching
the planets in our solar system. Did you know
that Jupiter has 79moons? We also studied the
different phases of the moon and recreated
these using jaffa cakes!!

In maths, we have started our new topic
'Geometry' and we have been using
During mental health week we discussed the
benefits of a healthy lifestyle and diet. We took

our reading books outside and enjoyed sharing
stories with one another whilst appreciating
the nature around us.

protractors to find the measurements of angles. We have found this a little tricky at times

but with a growth mindset and heaps of
resilience, we know that we will soon be able
to do this with confidence.

We look forward to sharing more of our
Year 5 had the fantastic opportunity to take
part in a teen tech workshop, building on their
knowledge of stem careers and working as
part of a team. They all created a 'Building for
the Future' and came up with brilliant ways to

successes with you as we embark on our final
half-term before the summer!!

Elm & Oak - Year 6

What an interesting half term we have had!

In English, we have had an insight
into the life of Jacques Cousteau
and how the deep-sea diver chose
to live a life of wonder and curiosity
in the deep depths of the
Mediterranean Ocean.
We have looked at his life
through the book ‘Manfish’
by Jennifer Berne.

As we get closer to saying goodbye to our
Mighty Oaks, we continue to learn new skills
and engage in exciting activities to help us
grow.
In our reading
response
time,
we have loved
reading
‘Wonder’ by RJ
Palacio,
the
children
have
been able to delve deep into the insights of
how other people are perceived. Year 6 has
been able to show compassion for others and
understand that no matter what people may
look like, their personality is the thing that
shines through to show who they really are.

The children loved learning
about his life and everything
he accomplished during his
time in the ocean. Using the
skills they have learned, they have been able
to create their own biography in the style of
the author which showcases their fantastic
grammar skills!

During maths this half
term, the children
have been exploring
coordinates,
line
graphs, pie charts
and how to find the
mean, median and mode in different
problems. They have been able to explore a
range of questions and have developed their
ability to justify their answers with detailed
explanations, showing their ideas in a range of
ways.
We have also had a visit from a Syrian refugee
who spoke about their life and the devastation and impact of war.
In art and design, we have been creating a
fabulous memory book which gives an insight
into what each child has experienced during
their time at Woodslee. What a lovely
keepsake!

During Mental Health Week, we loved getting
involved in a whole school PE lesson,
especially being
in our pyjamas
for Pyjamarama
day!
We can’t wait for the exciting things we have
planned for the next and final half term of
We explored how to recognise what supports Year 6!
positive mental health as well as what can
impact on our mental health.
We are so proud of every single Mighty Oak
and can’t wait to see what the next 6 weeks
bring!

Birch Class
We have joined in with Acorn Time in garden-

We recreated Van Gogh’s famous sunflower

ing club. We have planted different vegeta-

painting using different mediums:

bles such as beetroot, potatoes, radish, beans
and lettuce which we will use in our kitchen!

In Art, we have been learning all about the artist, Vincent Van Gogh and we have recreated
some of his masterpieces. We learnt a lot
about skylines and we sketched Liverpool’s
skyline using charcoal:

We have learnt how to use expanded noun
phrases to add detail to our writing and we
have used speech to help tell a story. Check
out the metaphors and similes we have used!

