
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

English as an Additional 
Language (EAL) / Black, Asian 
and minority ethnic (BAME) 
Policy 
In our school, the wellbeing and education of all our children comes first. 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies: 
SEND Policy, Behaviour Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy 
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1. Introduction  
 
As a school we recognise that EAL Status is dependent on 
which language was learned first by a child.  
In our school the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes 
and well-being of all our children are valued. We encourage and 
support all our children to achieve the highest possible 
standards. We do this through taking account of each child’s life 
experiences and needs.  
Children who are learning English as an additional language 
have skills and knowledge about language similar to 
monolingual English-speaking children. As a school, we are learning to recognise and 
understand the difference between communication skills and language proficiency for all 
children. For example, a child’s ability to participate in the full curriculum may be in advance of 
their ability to communicate in English.  
At Woodslee, we value every member of our school community and we provide a learning 

environment where our pupils can grow, learn and love in a safe and secure way. Our adults, 

inspirational figures globally, nationally and locally, and each other are our role models and we 

use them as our inspiration as we journey through the school. The Coop Ways of Being are 

fundamental in ensuring that each child will be fully equipped to be successful in life and our 

school curriculum reflects these values.  

 

All children are encouraged to go beyond what is possible; to think for themselves, to apply their 

acquired knowledge and skills, to improve and to transform. Our children persevere through every 

challenge and live lives full of faith, hope, ambition and aspiration. Every child is unique and this 

is celebrated in all that we do at Coop Academy Woodslee. 

 

 

Our policy promotes British values (democracy, British Law, individual liberty, mutual respect, 

tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs). 

 
 
2. Aims  
 
In FS2 the EYFS Framework and in KS1 and KS2 the National Curriculum secures entitlement 
for all children to a number of areas of learning and gives them the opportunity to develop the 
knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and 
development as responsible citizens. We promote the principles of fairness and justice for all 
through the education that we provide in our school.  
The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children 
who are learning English as an additional language. This is in line with the requirements of the 
Equality Act 2010.  
 

3. Teaching and Learning 
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In our school teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an additional 

language in the following ways: 

• providing a coherent, structured induction programme which ensures the child settles into 

class, is introduced to key members of staff, knows where important locations are and feels 

welcomed and included. 

• ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meaning of key 

words, metaphors and idioms; 

• explaining how speaking and writing in English are structured for different purposes across a 

range of subjects; 

• providing a range of reading materials that highlight the different ways in which English is 

used; 

• ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to support 

writing; 

• endeavouring to build on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider 

community, so that their developing uses of English and other languages support one another. 

• delivering whole staff and bespoke training in teaching and learning of EAL pupils is an 

important part of the school’s commitment to ongoing professional development. 

Multi-agency liaison is highly valued and additional advice and support from the Wirral Minority 

Ethnic Achievement Service (MEAS) provides support to children and teachers when required. 

• delivering the EALIP intervention programme when appropriate to our EAL pupils and to 

access appropriate support from MEAS. 

 

Ensuring access to the curriculum and to assessment by: 

• using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning; 

• providing support through ICT, audio visual materials and dictionaries 

• using the home or first language where appropriate 

• using dual language signs, texts, Apps etc. 

 

4. Curriculum 

 

All children in our school follow the curricular requirements of the Foundation Stage and the 

National Curriculum. Children with English as an additional language do not produce separate 

work. We plan opportunities for children to develop their English, and we provide support to help 

them take part in activities as needed. At Coop Academy Woodslee, we value each child as a 

unique individual. We will strive to meet the needs of all our children and to ensure that we meet 

all statutory requirements related to inclusion. 

 

Across the school, we provide opportunities for children to develop their English and we provide 

support to help them take part in activities. 

 

The Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2 helps children learning English as an additional language 

by: 

 

• building on their experience of acquiring language at home and in the wider community, 

so that this experience supports their developing use of English; 
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• providing a range of opportunities for them to engage in English speaking and listening 

activities, with peers and with adults; 

• providing bilingual support to extend vocabulary; 

• providing opportunities for children to hear their home languages, as well as English; 

 

 

 

5. Assessment 

 

We carry out ongoing recording and attainment and progress in line with agreed school 

procedures and where necessary we will seek support from MEAS. 

The statutory assessment arrangements of the National Curriculum allow us to make special 

arrangements for children who are learning English as an additional language. 

 

In the mathematics tasks and tests at Key Stage 1 we help EAL children by translating English 

words or phrases in the assessment materials, or non-English words or phrases that the 

children use in their responses. 

 

For the science and written mathematics test at Key Stage 2, we provide verbal or written 

translations of words or phrases in the test papers which we think are likely to prove difficult to 

children for whom English is an additional language. For the mental arithmetic test at Key Stage 

2 we provide a verbal translation of the test to children who have limited English. 

 

Support is offered to teachers for the support of children during the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 

2 assessment period. 

 

6. Support for Parents 

 

We will hold an initial meeting with parents: 

 

 To provide support for whole family.   

 Complete new arrivals information booklet. 

 Suggest libraries and local information. 

 Posters – welcome etc in different languages. 

 Show round school. 

 Good links with school – they may have skills they can use or show in school 

 Gain contact number essential for who to contact in case of emergency and can speak English. 
 
We will maintain support for parents by: 
 

 Regular communication with parents through parent's evenings and letters that they are able 
to understand.  

 Encourage parents to participate in school life, such as school trips, summer fair. 

 Use them as volunteers – if they speak English will they translate. 

 Do workshops for parents modelling play and home support. 
 
7. Further Support 
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Meas can provide advice and support for teachers with EAL children. Access can be made by a 

referral from school. Any additional questions can be asked through email.  

meas@wirral.gov.uk 

 
8. Inclusion 

 

Every pupil with EAL needs in this inclusive school has an entitlement to fulfil his/her optimum 

potential. This is achieved by ensuring the well-being of all pupils in relation to: developing a 

sense of belonging and celebrating all cultures, religions and languages across the school and 

within the outside community. We will also focus on being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and 

we will be working towards the School of Sanctuary Award this academic year. 
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